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vacation packages because, after all, lots of people are spending all their time and money on online shopping. A record-breaking 138 million tourists took a vacation in 2018, according to the Japan Tourist Association, which translates to 30.4 percent growth in 2018. (At the time of writing, the ITO-E, Japan’s version of the IMF, had projected 2019 as the weakest year for international tourism since
2002, but so far, the industry has been resilient.) The drop-off in business travel and foreign investors has made Japan less attractive to visitors, but as the virus is slowing travel across the globe, more and more people are choosing to go to Japan to make their seasonal purchases. The government is already taking measures to mitigate the economic effects. Starting April 1st, Japan’s levies on luxury
goods, electronic items, and transportation are being partially lifted. In terms of business travel, the government is also aiming to open up more business sectors and accept business travelers as long as they come from safe places. All of this is being done in the hopes of attracting more foreign investors and visitors. For instance, the ministry has relaxed its stance on foreign investors to include those
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